
Magnetic circular x-ray dichroism in emission for disordered Co-Rh-based ternary alloys

This article has been downloaded from IOPscience. Please scroll down to see the full text article.

1999 J. Phys.: Condens. Matter 11 9095

(http://iopscience.iop.org/0953-8984/11/46/311)

Download details:

IP Address: 171.66.16.220

The article was downloaded on 15/05/2010 at 17:54

Please note that terms and conditions apply.

View the table of contents for this issue, or go to the journal homepage for more

Home Search Collections Journals About Contact us My IOPscience

http://iopscience.iop.org/page/terms
http://iopscience.iop.org/0953-8984/11/46
http://iopscience.iop.org/0953-8984
http://iopscience.iop.org/
http://iopscience.iop.org/search
http://iopscience.iop.org/collections
http://iopscience.iop.org/journals
http://iopscience.iop.org/page/aboutioppublishing
http://iopscience.iop.org/contact
http://iopscience.iop.org/myiopscience


J. Phys.: Condens. Matter11 (1999) 9095–9103. Printed in the UK PII: S0953-8984(99)05626-X

Magnetic circular x-ray dichroism in emission for disordered
Co–Rh-based ternary alloys

S Ostanin†‡, V Popescu†, H Ebert† and H Dreyssé‡
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Abstract. Fully relativistic investigations on the magnetic circular dichroism in emission
have been performed for Rh in the three alloy systems Co0.75Rh0.25, Co0.75−xRh0.25Nix , and
Co0.75Rh0.25−xPdx . The results obtained using the spin-polarized relativistic Korringa–Kohn–
Rostoker method of band-structure calculations together with the coherent-potential approximation
(SPR-KKR-CPA) allow one to make a detailed interpretation of corresponding experimental data.
The changes in the magnetic moments of Co and Rh in the binary alloy CoxRh1−x caused by
substitution of Pd for Rh and Ni for Co, respectively, are discussed in comparison with experimental
data and a generalized Slater–Pauling curve.

1. Introduction

During the last decade magnetic circular dichroism in x-ray absorption (MCD-XA) has been
established as a new tool for investigating magnetic properties of multi-component systems
in an element-specific way. Although XA probes unoccupied states above the Fermi energy,
the MCD sum rules [1–4] allow one to estimate the spin and orbital magnetic moments of the
absorbing atom. Among the many investigations done using MCD-XA, several studies have
been performed also on 4d-transition-metal elements in binary alloys [5, 6] and multi-layer
systems [7,8] during the last few years.

In contrast to XA, the corresponding x-ray emission (XE) experiment probes directly the
occupied states of a system. Unfortunately, corresponding MCD-XE experiments are much
more demanding than in the case of MCD-XA. For this reason, only very little experimental
work has been done in this field. In particular, the element-selective nature of MCD-XE has
been exploited only recently by Galletet al [9] who performed investigations on Rh in Co–Rh-
based ternary alloys. In this case, resonant excitation energy just above the Rh L3-absorption
edge was used, leading to a MCD-XE spectrum that reflects the magnetization of the Rh atoms
induced by the neighbouring magnetic atoms.

For Co-rich binary CoxNi1−x alloys the average magnetic moment decreases nearly
linearly with increasing Ni concentration, in line with the generalized Slater–Pauling con-
struction for two strong ferromagnets [9,10]. Accordingly, one would expect a decrease in the
average moment of CoxRh1−x alloys upon substitution of Ni for Co. However, corresponding
MCD-XE investigations for Rh in the alloys Co0.75Rh0.25 and (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 did not
reflect this expected change [9]. This finding was attributed to a hybridization of Ni and Rh
states near the Fermi level [9]. For a substitution of Pd atoms for Rh an increase of the average
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moment may be expected because of the higher spin susceptibility of Pd compared to Rh.
This expectation was indeed confirmed by MCD-XE experiments for Rh in Co0.75Rh0.25 and
Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25 [9].

The experimental work of Galletet al [9] on Co–Rh-based alloys was accompanied by
band-structure calculations for ordered Co3Rh. This allowed these authors to demonstrate
a qualitative correlation of the MCD-XE spectra and the difference in the theoretical spin-
resolved density of occupied states [9]. To permit a more detailed discussion of the properties
of Co–Rh-based alloys, corresponding band-structure calculations have been performed using
the spin-polarized relativistic Korringa–Kohn–Rostoker method of band-structure calculations
together with the coherent-potential approximation (SPR-KKR-CPA) which in particular
accounts for the disordered state of these systems. To deal with the MCD-XE the band-structure
calculations have been done in a fully relativistic way. To derive from these the corresponding
spectra the absorption-followed-by-emission model of Strange and co-workers [11] has been
adopted.

In the following section some technical details of our work will be sketched. The major
part of this contribution will be devoted to the presentation and discussion of our results.

2. Theoretical framework

The Green’s function formalism supplies an appropriate framework for dealing with the
electronic structure of disordered alloys. Using multiple-scattering theory, the single-electron
Green’s function can be written as [12,13]

G+(Er ′n, Erm,E) =
∑
33′

Z3(Er ′n, E)τnm33′(E)Z×3′(Erm,E)−
∑
3

Z3(Er<,E)J×3 (Er>,E)δnm. (1)

Working in a spin-polarized relativistic mode, the functionsZ3 andJ3 are the regular and
irregular, respectively, solutions to the single-site Dirac equation for a spin-dependent potential.
The index3 = (κ, µ) is shorthand notation for the relativistic spin–orbit and magnetic quantum
numbers [14]. The quantityτnm33′ in equation (1) is the so-called scattering path operator [12]
that represents all multiple-scattering processes in the solid. For disordered alloys the wave
functions in equation (1) refer to a specific componentα, and the scattering path operatorτnm33′
has to be defined and determined accordingly [12]. Using the CPA to account for disorder,
the latter is done by solving iteratively the so-called CPA equations giving, in particular, the
site-diagonal scattering path operatorτnn,α33′ for the componentα. With the Green’s function
available, self-consistent calculations can be done in a more or less straightforward way, within
the framework of relativistic spin-density functional theory (SDFT).

Multiple-scattering theory is also used as a standard basis to deal with x-ray absorption.
A corresponding expression for the absorption coefficientµEqλ is given by [15]

µ
Eqλ
XA(ωin) ∝ Im

∑
i

∑
unocc

[∑
3,3′

M
Eqλ,α∗
33i

(E)τ
nn,α
33′ (E)M

Eqλ,α
33i

(E)−
∑
3

I
Eqλ,α
3′3i (E)

]
(2)

where the sum runs over the core statesi involved and the radiation field is specified by the
wave vectorEq, the energyω, and the polarizationλ. With the electron–photon interaction
operator defined asXEqλ = −eEα · EAEqλ [15], the matrix elementM Eqλ,α33i

in equation (2) is given
by

M
Eqλ,α
33i
=
∫

d3r Z3
α×(Er, E)XEqλ(Er)φ3i (Er, Ec) (3)

whereEα is the vector of the standard Dirac matrices [14],EAEqλ is the vector potential of the
radiation field, andφ3i (Er, Ec) is the core wave function for core statei at energyEc. A
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corresponding expression can be given for the atomic matrix elementI
Eqλ,α
33i

that is connected
with the irregular solutionJ3 to the Dirac equation (see equation (1)). As indicated by
the superscriptα, equation (2) can straightforwardly be applied to disordered alloys with
all quantities evaluated for each component individually.

Experiments on the MCD-XE are usually performed using circularly polarized light for
excitation and detecting the following fluorescence radiation [16]. To allow for a theoretical
and experimental description for this quite complex situation, Strangeet al [11] suggested
treating the absorption and emission processes completely independently and omitting the
polarization analysis for the emitted radiation. This leads to the rather simple expression for
the emission intensity

I λ(ωin, ωout ) ∝ 1

02
Wλ
XA(ωin)

∑
λ′
Wλ′
XE(ωout ) (4)

that depends on the frequencyωin and polarizationλ of the exciting radiation and the frequency
ωout of the outgoing fluorescence radiation. Because no polarization analysis is done for the
latter, one has to sum over the various polarization statesλ′. The spectral functionWλ

XA(ωin)

in equation (4) is the cross section for the absorption step as given by equation (2), while
Wλ′
XE(ωout ) is that for the emission process, which can also be dealt with using the expression

in equation (2).
Using the x-ray emission intensity defined by equation (4) one can derive the corresponding

circular dichroism signal from the definition

1IMCD−XE = I+ − I−
I+ + I−

(5)

that depends on the frequencies of the incoming and outgoing radiation,ωin and ωout ,
respectively.

To allow a direct comparison of results based on equations (2) and (4), respectively,
one has to account for different broadening mechanisms, as indicated by the factor 1/02 in
equation (4). For the x-ray absorption this has been described in detail by for example Müller
et al [15,17]. For the x-ray emission spectra we followed the procedure suggested by Durham
et al [18]. This means in particular that a Lorentzian linewidth0(E) has been used that
depends quadratically on the energy differenceE −EF , withEF being the Fermi energy, and
that is meant to represent relaxation of the valence band hole states due to Auger processes.

3. Results and discussion

3.1. Band-structure calculations

The properties of normally non-magnetic transition metals dissolved substitutionally in a
ferromagnetic host like Fe, Co, or Ni have been studied extensively in the past [19–22].
In particular, a rather simple explanation could be given for the orientation of the induced
spin magnetic moment with respect to the host magnetization. For the late transition metals
one finds a parallel alignment. Within a tight-binding model this is explained by the fact that
for the dominating d electrons the atomic energy parametersεd of the impurity and the host
element are rather close to one another for the majority-spin system. For the minority-spin
system, these are further apart, leading to a stronger binding for the majority-spin system.
This situation still holds for concentrated alloys and accordingly one finds for fcc CoxRh1−x a
positive spin magnetic moment for Rh that—starting withµspinRh = 0.486µB for x approaching
unity [23]—decreases monotonically with increasing Rh concentration.
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For the ternary alloy systems studied here, the situation scarcely changes. This can
be seen in figure 1, where the spin-resolved partial density of states (DOS) is given for
(Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 and Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25. All these systems are dominated by the
component Co, and show accordingly partial DOS curves that are very similar to those of
pure fcc Co. Rh, on the other hand, has a broad d-band complex that is rather featureless.
Only in the vicinity of the Fermi level one notes a reminiscence of the virtual bound state
peak that occurs for Rh impurities in Co. As can be seen in figures 1 and 2, the induced spin
polarization, i.e. the differencen↑Rh(E)−n↓Rh(E)of the DOS for spin up and down, respectively,
is most pronounced around the Fermi level. This is primarily because the bandwidth of the
magnetic 3d-transition-metal alloy partner is quite small compared to that of Rh. For Pd in
Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25 the situation is quite similar to that for Rh. The differences that can
be seen in figure 1 occur primarily because the Pd concentration is lower and the Pd d band
is nearly filled. Finally, for Ni in (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 the DOS is dominated by a narrow
d-band complex that shows an appreciable exchange splitting.
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Figure 1. Component- and spin-resolved density-of-states curves for (left) (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25
and (right) Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25 alloys. The upper and lower panels give the results for
the majority- and minority-spin systems, respectively. The component-resolved curvesn

ms
α (E)

(α = Co, Rh, Ni, Pd;ms = ↑,↓) are weighted by the corresponding concentrations. For
comparison the total density of statesn(E) is given in all panels multiplied by a factor of 0.5.

The spin magnetic moments for the various systems studied are given in table 1. For the
binary alloy system CoxRh1−x the spin magnetic momentµspin of Co increases monotonically
with decreasing Co concentrationx [23]. This increase, that can be seen in table 1 for the
specific concentrationx = 0.75, is compensated by the much smaller moment of Rh leading
to a decrease of the average momentµ̄spin compared to that for pure fcc Co. As was predicted
before on the basis of the Slater–Pauling curve [24], partial substitution for Co in Co0.75Rh0.25

with Ni leads indeed to a reduction ofµ̄spin. While the momentµspin of Co is hardly affected
by this,µspin for Rh is reduced by 15%. Nevertheless, the reduction of the total spin magnetic
momentµ̄spin stems primarily from the spin magnetic moment of Ni, which is much smaller
thanµspinCo . Here one should note thatµspinNi for Ni in (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 is increased by
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Figure 2. The differences of the spin-up and spin-down DOSn↑(E) − n↓(E) for Co0.75Rh0.25-
based alloys. In each part, the full line gives the average for the alloy system while the dashed line
gives the results for Rh.

Table 1. The spin(µspin) and orbital(µorb) magnetic moments in Co–Rh-based alloys (inµB ).

µspin µorb

Co0.75Rh0.25 Co 1.684 0.081
Rh 0.434 0.012
Total 1.384 0.066

(Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 Co 1.690 0.085
Rh 0.369 0.012
Ni 0.689 0.048
Total 1.247 0.063

Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25 Co 1.801 0.105
Rh 0.498 0.026
Pd 0.244 0.021
Total 1.465 0.085

about 15% compared to that for pure fcc Ni. This means that as regards Co and Ni the findings
for (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 are completely in line with the properties of the binary alloy system
CoxNi1−x .

Partly substituting for Rh in Co0.75Rh0.25 with Pd has quite complex consequences. First
of all, one notes thatµspinCo increased more compared to that for pure fcc Co than in the case
of Co0.75Rh0.25. This is in line with the results for the binary alloy system CoxPd1−x [23].
For Pd, the induced spin magnetic moment in Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25 is smaller than for Rh.
This could be expected from the properties of these two 4d transition metals. When Pd is
dissolved substitutionally in fcc Co,µspinPd is found to be 0.238µB , while for Rh one has
µ
spin

Rh = 0.486µB [23]. These theoretical results obtained using the single-site approximation
are in reasonable agreement with results obtained by Stepanyuket al [19] (0.29 µB for Pd and
0.5µB for Rh) who accounted in addition for the distortion of the neighbouring Co-host atoms.
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Finally, one notes in table 1 an increase by nearly 20% forµ
spin

Rh in Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25

compared to Co0.75Rh0.25. Presumably this is caused by the increase ofµ
spin

Co .
Because our calculations have been performed on a fully relativistic level they give directly

access to the spin–orbit-induced orbital magnetic momentµorb. The corresponding results
have been included in table 1. As one can see, these supply contributions up to 10% to the
various partial magnetic moments. Here one should note that our calculations have been done
in the framework of plain spin-density functional theory (SDFT) which often gives an orbital
magnetic moment that is too small. For pure Co for example the deviation from experiment
amounts to about 46% while for pure Ni it can be neglected [25]. For the 4d elements only the
minor corrections forµorb given in table 1 are to be expected, when one is going beyond the
SDFT level, for example by including Brooks’s orbital polarization (OP) scheme [26].

Starting from a spin-polarized band-structure calculation and treating spin–orbit coupling
as a perturbation represented by the simplified operatorHSOC = ξ lzσz, a rather simple exp-
ression can be given for the spin–orbit-induced orbital magnetic moment. In particular, one
finds that for transition metalsµorbα is given essentially by the spin polarization of the d electrons
at the Fermi energy:nd↑α (EF )− nd↓α (EF ) [21]. For 3d- and 4d-transition-metal impurities at
the (001) surface of Fe a semi-quantitative agreement could be found for results obtained from
this simple model and the properly calculated momentsµorbα .

3.2. Magnetic circular dichroism in x-ray emission

As mentioned above, the MCD-XA can be used to derive, on the basis of the sum rules, from
experimental x-ray absorption spectra an estimate of the spin and orbital magnetic moments
of the absorbing atom. Corresponding work on Rh in binary CoxRh1−x alloys has been done
by Harpet al [5,27] who made measurements at the M2,3 absorption edges. For Co0.77Rh0.23

these authors deduced for Rh a total magnetic moment of 0.62µB . This is in reasonably good
agreement with the data given in table 1.

Furthermore, the MCD-XA spectra recorded by Harpet al [5,27], could be reproduced in
a very satisfying way by making use of the scheme outlined in section 2 [28]. For this reason,
one may also expect it to supply a sound and reliable basis for dealing with the MCD-XE
spectra of ternary Co–Rh-based alloys.

From equation (4) it is quite obvious that the excitation step plays a crucial role for
the MCD-XE spectra. To demonstrate this in some detail, theoretical spectra—broadened
by Lorentzian and Gaussian profiles with widths of 0.5 and 0.15 eV, respectively—for
(Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 are given in figure 3 for various photon energiesEin = h̄ωin of the
excitation radiation. The top panel shows the polarization-averaged emission spectra(I+ +I−)
that obviously depend only moderately on the excitation energy. In particular, their structure
hardly changes overEin. Comparing these curves with figure 1 (top panel) one notes that they—
as is to be expected—reflect the partial DOS of Rh rather directly. In contrast toI+ + I−, the
dichroic signal(I+ − I−) varies rapidly in amplitude as well as in sign ifωin changes over a
rather narrow range. On the other hand, if the excitation is done using radiation spread over
a certain energy range1Ein, the changes forI+ − I− are far less dramatic. As is shown in
the lower part of figure 3 the shape of the MCD signal depends only slightly on1Ein and is
shifted to higher values if1Ein is increased from 1 to 10 eV.

Accounting for the various broadening mechanisms in a realistic way, the theoretical
spectra in figure 3 can be directly compared to corresponding experimental data. Within the
experimental work on (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 and Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25 mentioned above,
white lightover a range of about 140 eV has been used [9]. To account for this at least partly, the
theoretical spectra that are compared in figure 4 with their experimental counterparts have been
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Figure 3. Theoretical XE (top) and MCD-XE (middle),I+ + I− andI+ − I−, respectively, for
(Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 for a specific photon energy for the excitation step, i.e. a specific initial-
state energyEi for the emission process. The panel at the bottom gives the relative MCD-XE
spectra(I+ + I−)/(I+− I−) for excitation with photon energies spread over a range1Ein; i.e. the
initial-state energiesEi lie betweenEF andEF +1Ei .

obtained for1Ein = 10 eV. For this comparison the theoretical spectra have been scaled down
by a factor of about 10. There are several reasons for the experimental dichroic signal being
much weaker than expected from theory. One is presumably the use of a rather wide range for
the excitation energy. Even more important seems to be the fact that the measurements were
done in an external field that was much too small to make the magnetization saturated [9].

The first set of theoretical spectra shown in figure 4 (dashed lines—broadening I) has
been obtained using energy-independent broadening parameters. Comparing these with the
corresponding spin-polarization curves in figure 2, one notes that the various curves go reason-
ably well in parallel with these. This finding is in accordance with the interpretation of the
MCD-XE spectra already given by Strangeet al [11] in the case of pure Fe. In figure 4 the
experimental spectra reported by Galletet al [9] have been added. When comparing with
the above-mentioned theoretical spectra (labelled broadening I), one notes that the various
features at higher binding energies are much more pronounced for the theoretical than for the
experimental spectra. Using broadening parameters that increase quadratically with binding
energy (broadening II in figure 4) a much better agreement with experiment is achieved. This
clearly demonstrates that Auger relaxation processes within the valence band play a crucial
role as regards the shape of the MCD-XE spectra, as was found before for conventional XES
spectra [18].

4. Summary

Spin-polarized relativistic band-structure calculations have been performed for a number of
Co–Rh-based disordered ternary alloys. Investigations of MCD-XE spectra of Rh revealed a
strong dependency of these spectra on the excitation energy. This was found to be strongly
reduced if a certain range of photon energies for the excitation step is assumed. Simulating the
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Figure 4. Theoretical and experimental MCD-XE spectra of (Co0.85Ni0.15)0.75Rh0.25 and
Co0.75(Rh0.85Pd0.15)0.25. The experimental data stem from reference [9]. The theoretical spectra
have been scaled down by a factor of about 10 (see the text). For the spectra labelled broadening I
an energy-independent linewidth has been used. For spectra labelled broadening II it was assumed
that the linewidth increases quadratically with binding energy.

experimental conditions accordingly, very satisfying agreement with recent experimental work
could be achieved. As pointed out before by other authors, it was found that the interpretation
of the MCD-XE spectra in terms of the corresponding spin polarization is quite well justified.
However, there is no simple one-to-one relationship because the MCD-XE spectra are strongly
influenced by energy-dependent broadening mechanisms.
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[14] Rose M E 1961Relativistic Electron Theory(New York: Wiley)
[15] Ebert H 1996Rep. Prog. Phys.591665
[16] Hague C Fet al 1993Phys. Rev.B 483560
[17] Müller J E, Jepsen O and Wilkins J W 1982Solid State Commun.42365
[18] Durham P Jet al 1979J. Phys. F: Met. Phys.9 1719
[19] Stepanyuk V S, Zeller R, Dederichs P H and Mertig I 1994Phys. Rev.B 495157
[20] Akai H et al 1984J. Magn. Magn. Mater.45291
[21] Ebert H, Zeller R, Drittler B and Dederichs P H 1990J. Appl. Phys.674576
[22] Anisimov V I et al 1988Phys. Rev.B 375598
[23] Popescu V 1999PhD ThesisUniversity of Munich
[24] Williams A R, Moruzzi V L, Malozemoff A P and Terakura K 1983IEEE Trans. Magn.191983
[25] Huhne Tet al 1998Phys. Rev.B 5810 236
[26] Ebert H and Battocletti M 1996Solid State Commun.98785
[27] Harp G R, Parkin S S P,O’Brien W L and Tonner B P 1995Phys. Rev.B 5112 037
[28] Ebert H 1997J. Physique Coll.7 C2 161


